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St. Ignatius Advisory Board Meeting 
September 13, 2007 
6:30 pm at Faculty Lounge 
 
The meeting was called to order by Bryan Leasure. 
The meeting was opened with the Board’s member prayer, read by Claudia Hampton. 
Minutes for August 21, 2007 meeting were approved. 
 
ATTENDANCE : 
Present:  Todd Blahnik, Connie Campa, Heidi Flickinger, Joseph Fotinos (PTO Secretary/Acting 
President), Mary Gonzalez, Claudia Hampton, Bryan Leasure, and John Vondrak. 
-Additional attendees’ parents, Melissa Garcia and Juan Garcia. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS  
Principal Blahnik:  
-  New revised 2007-2008 school budget handout was provided. Actual total parish subsidy income 

at $86,423.05. Working closely with Tony Ross to monitor expenses to keep subsidy low.  
- School currently facing financial stress caused with problems generated by Smart Tuition. 

Looking into alternatives for upcoming school year. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Board Committees 
1. Finance Committee - Connie informed board that she has been unable to obtain any 

commitments from volunteers to serve on committee. Councilman Martinez unable to commit 
but interested and willing to be of assistance. Suggestions from members were given to ask 
Martha Sestak ,Joyce Dugas, and Sister Kenneth as committee member. 

2. Nominating/Election Committee - Claudia provided a draft schedule of meetings and agenda for 
this committee. Members as stated in the By-laws will include Principal Todd Blahnik, 
Chairperson Claudia Hampton, PTO President (to be elected at Sept.PTO meeting) Cristina 
Salinas, and Lisa Kirkpatrick. Seeking one more candidate for this committee. 

3. School Recruitment/Open House Committee - Elizabeth not present to provide report. 
4. Development/Marketing Committee - Mary reported members will include Martha Jasse, Debbie 

Staveley, Mary Lima, and Angelica Reyes. 
5. Strategic Planning Committee - John and Heidi were informed that they would oversee this 

committee. No report was available at this time. 
 
Playground Update 
- Playground completed by Kidstruction 
- Special thanks to John Vondrak and family for their work on the sandbox. 
- Special thanks to Mary Gonzalez, Julie Vondrak, and Angel Lopez for their hard labor and efforts 

filling the sandbox. 
- Due to the excitement, there have been a few fall incidents on the playground. Looking into 

placing “grippers” on bridge to possibly alleviate the incidents. 
- Ribbon cutting ceremony to take place at Sept. 18th PTO meeting at 6pm with special blessing to 

be given by Father Jamie. 
- A new privacy fence is still needed, no bid has been obtained 
- Playground is in compliance with safety standards. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Sponsoring a School Mass 
- At August board meeting Father Joe had suggested board members participate at a school mass. 
- Board members will serve at Friday school mass by presenting the readings, bringing the offerings 

to the altar, etc. 
- Mrs. Woods (school religion coordinator) will be of assistance. 
- Possibly to be schedule during Catholic School Week (Jan.27-Feb.1).  Mr. Blahnik will confirm 

the date with the members. 
 

ISPD Workshop 
- To be held in Austin area on Dec. 11th..  Mr. Blahnik recommended board members to attend. 

Added that this workshop could especially be resourceful for Strategic committee and PTO 
committee members. More information to be provided as event approaches. 

 
 SAT10/SAT9 Score Report 1999-2006 
- Members were provided with handout reporting scores on SAT10/SAT9 from 1999-2006. 

Reference report for more detail information. 
- Mr. Blahnik suggested that we considered setting a goal that in 3-4yrs. School apply for Blue 

Ribbon accreditation. 
- Discussion over the text books used and the development of test in California and following 

Diocese mandates. 
- Members were provided with handouts from CAPE (Council for American Private Education) to 

review for blue ribbon school criteria. 
   
Information and Report 
Principal 
- School Report- Current total student enrollment is 266 as of 9/13/2007. Reference report for 

additional information. 
- The school is in the process of hiring Mr. Jon Nelson as the full time music teacher. Experienced 

in 20 different instruments. 
- School is still looking for a Director of Development. 
- The Superkids Reading pilot program is underway .Assessment to be performed at beginning and 

end of school year. Materials are free of charge and teachers are provided with help support. 
- Health screening exams were performed and results will be provided to parents. Letters will be 

sent out to remind families to keep immunization records current. 
 
Members 
- Suggestion made to consider having a bookkeeper strictly for the school, to improve finance 

management. Benefits would include having reports that indicate realistic school budget to assess 
expenses and projected future budgets. 

- Questions were presented on the new forming committees; how often should committees meet, 
what are the goals, and how to implement. Members advised to follow guidelines in school board 
bi –laws.  

- Joseph Fotinos (Acting PTO President) shared his optimism to upcoming PTO meetings. Will 
reframe formality of meetings. Goal is to improve communication among school community. 

 
Suggested Topics for Future Business 

- Review school newsletters and prepare feedback/opinions on what information is imperative. 
- Members to report on formation of committees. 

 
Next Board Meeting scheduled for October 11, 2007 


